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Having a Hysterosalpingogram (HSG) 

 

:KDW�LV�D�K\VWHURVDOSLQJRJUDP��+6*�" 

A hysterosalpingogram or HSG is an x-ray procedure performed to determine whether the 
fallopian tubes are open and to see if the shape of the uterine cavity is normal. HSG is an 
outpatient procedure that takes less than 30 minutes to perform. It is usually done after 
your period has ended, but before ovulation, to prevent interference with an early 
pregnancy. 

 

The procedure is undertaken in the X-ray department. No anaesthetic is necessary, but 
some women do experience a degree of discomfort when the dye is introduced. This 
should last no more than a few minutes. You may wish to take tablets like ibuprofen 30 
minutes prior to your test. 

Other formats 

If you need this information in another format such as audio tape 
or computer disk, Braille, large print, high contrast, British Sign 
Language or translated into another language, please telephone 
the PALS desk on 01271 314090. 
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The patient is positioned under a fluoroscope (a real-time x-ray imager) on a table. The 
gynaecologist then examines her uterus and places a speculum in her vagina. Her cervix 
is cleaned, and a device (cannula) is placed into the opening of the cervix. The 
gynaecologist then gently fills the uterus with a liquid containing iodine (contrast) through 
the cannula. The contrast then enters the tubes, out-lines the length of the tubes, and 
spills out of their ends if they are open (please see diagram for clarification). Any 
abnormalities in the uterine cavity or fallopian tubes will be visible on a monitor.  

The HSG is not designed to evaluate the ovaries or diagnose endometriosis.  

Frequently, side views of the uterus and tubes are obtained by having the patient change 
her position on the table. After the HSG, a patient can immediately resume normal 
activities.  

The HSG can be carried out on any day during your cycle providing your period has 




