


Royal Devon University Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust 

Looking after your child swallowing a magnet or battery: Foreign body ingestion Page 2 of 3 

�x Your child will only be discharged home once we are happy that your child is not at 
high risk of developing any worrying symptoms. 

�x If a single magnet or button battery is ingested, it is likely it will pass without the 
doctors and nurses needing to do anything. 

�x You will be asked to bring your child back to hospital for a repeat x-ray within the 
next 6-12 hours. Please come: 

to: ………………………………………. 

on: ……………………………………… 

at: ………………………………………. 

What can I do? 

�x Until your child has had their repeat X-ray, remove any other external magnets from 
nearby, and avoid clothes with metal buttons or belts with a metal buckle. 

�x We do not advise that you examine your child’s faeces/poo to find the swallowed 
object. 

How do I know when to seek medical attention? 

Very rarely, the object can become stuck in the stomach or intestines. Please bring your 
child to the Children’s Emergency Department IMMEDIATELY if they have: 

�x Concerns of further magnet or foreign body ingestion 

�x Ongoing vomiting 

�x Abdominal (tummy) pain 

�x Blood in their vomit or faeces/poo 

�x A fever 

�x You have concerns about a change in your child’s eating patterns e.g. refusing food 
or fluids. 

Key points to remember 

The majority of swallowed objects will pass without anybody doing anything. 

�x We do not advise that you examine your child’s faeces/poo to find the swallowed 
object. 

�x The follow up x-ray is extremely important so doctors can make sure the magnets 
or battery are moving normally through your child’s bowels. Please speak to your 
nurse or doctor if you have worries about this.  

 




