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What is a central venous access device (CVAD)? 

A central venous access device, or central line, is a long hollow tube which is placed into 
one of the large veins in the body. One end of the line remains outside the body and the 
other end is positioned inside a large vein, usually near to the heart. 

The particular vein that is used, and the side of the body, will depend on the reasons that 
you require a central line. The best position and site for you will be discussed before the 
procedure. The doctor/nurse will check that the device is in the correct position before it 
can be used. 
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Your vascular access device 

Type of device 
inserted: 

PICC   Hickman   Portacath  

 
Device insertion details 

Date device inserted:  

If PICC, length of device inserted:  
If PICC or Hickman, length of device visible from 
insertion site: 

 

Ward/Dept: 

Tst 
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Record of care 

Details of interventions with the CVAD should be recorded below as well as the 
appropriate nursing/medical records. 

Date: Performed by Signature 

Length of line from entry site   

Blood withdrawn   

Device flushed   

Dressing & line securing device changed   

Needlefree bung changed   

Comments 

 

 

CLIPS 
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Record of care 
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Central Line Infection Prevention Score (CLIPS) 

 

 

PALS  

The Patient Advice and Liaison Service (PALS) ensures that the NHS listens to patients, 
relatives, carers and friends, answers questions and resolves concerns as quickly as 
possible. If you have a query or concern call 01271 314090 or email  
rduh.pals-northern@nhs.net. You can also visit the PALS and Information Centre in 
person at North Devon District Hospital, Barnstaple.  

Have your say 

Royal Devon University Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust aims to provide high quality 
services. However, please tell us when something could be improved. If you have a 
comment or compliment about a service or treatment, please raise your comments with a 
member of staff or the PALS team in the first instance.  




