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	� If you have just had or are going to have a 
vaccination, i.e. flu, hepatitis b, etc. 

	� If you are going to have surgery 

	� If you are taking blood pressure tablets - 
these sometimes need to be stopped as 
your blood pressure can drop while having 
rituximab 

How is rituximab given?
Rituximab is given as an infusion into a vein. You 
will be prescribed other medications before the 
infusion to prevent pain, reduce fever and any 
reduce other side effects that can be caused by 
the infusion. 

The first infusion takes up to 6 hours and is often 
given on the Renal Day Case unit. Please bring 
lunch with you.

How long does rituximab take to 
work?
Rituximab takes about 4-6 weeks to work and 
depending on your renal disease. The effect of 
rituximab usually lasts for between six and nine 
months. The first two doses are given two weeks 
apart. Further treatment will be assessed by your 
consultant, if necessary.

What are the possible side 
effects of rituximab?

work?






