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Microtropia 

 

What is a microtropia? 
A squint occurs if the eyes cannot work together as a binocular pair at all times; one or 
both eyes can be seen to drift inwards or outwards dependent on the type of squint. 
Squints can be large and very noticeable or very small.  

A microtropia is a very small squint – defined as measuring less than twenty degrees. In 
microtropias, the eye usually turns very slightly inward (towards the nose) or in some rarer 
cases very slightly outwards (away from the nose). A person with a microtropia is usually 
unaware they have it. 

What causes a microtropia? 
In most cases it is a congenital condition, meaning it is present at birth. In some patients a 
microtropia may occur as a result of treatment of larger squints, i.e. after surgery to correct 
a squint or a squint controlled with glasses.  

What are the symptoms? 
People with a microtropia will often have slightly reduced vision in the affected eye. The 
unaffected eye will have normal vision. Normally the difference is between one to two lines 
of letters on the vision chart. This happens because the light entering the eye lands slightly 
away from the fovea (the most sensitive part of the retina) and onto a less sensitive part of 
the retina. Patients with a microtropia will have a reduced ability to see in depth (3D vision) 
than people without the condition, however this does not usually affect them in everyday 
life. 

How is it diagnosed? 
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How is it treated?  
In many cases no treatment is needed. 
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Have your say 

Northern Devon Healthcare NHS Trust aims to provide high quality services. However, 
please tell us when something could be improved. If you have a comment or compliment 
about a service or treatment, please raise your comments with a member of staff or the 
PALS team in the first instance.  
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