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Wide Local Excision 
(Lumpectomy)

The aim of this operation is to remove an area 
of disease in the breast with a margin of normal, 
healthy tissue around it. This area of disease may 
be due to an invasive cancer or a pre invasive 
ductal carcinoma in situ (DCIS).

It may be combined with a wire guided 
procedure (see wire localisation leaflet) if the 
area of disease cannot be felt. 

Invasive cancer: Lymph glands (also called 
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You will also receive an appointment with your 
surgeon to discuss the results of your surgery; 
this is usually 10 - 14 days following your 
operation.

Following your surgery you will need a 
responsible adult to accompany you home and 
stay with you overnight.

Along with your usual toiletries, you should bring 
in a dressing gown and slippers as you will walk 
to theatre and the hospital corridor can be cold. 
In case you stay overnight it can be helpful to 
bring comfortable nightwear. We encourage you 
to wear a soft supportive, non-wired bra into 
hospital and to wear it when you go home. It will 




