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Indocyanine Green 
Angiography 

 

 

What is Indocyanine Green Angiography? 

Indocyanine Green (ICG) Angiography is an eye test that uses a special dye and 
photography to look at blood flow in a layer of the walls of your eyeballs called the choroid. 
It is used to help the doctor decide on the best form of treatment for your eye condition.  

This test may be done in combination with another test called a Fluorescein Angiogram. 
You will be advised if you also need this test; there is separate information leaflet for 
Fluorescein Angiography. 

Why do I need an Indocyanine Green Angiogram? 

Your eye specialists have asked for you to have an Indocyanine Green Angiogram 
because it is possible that you have an eye condition involving the choroid layer of the 
walls of your eyeballs. The choroid is a deeper layer in the wall of the eyeball, that cannot 
be seen with the naked eye. This layer is made up mostly of blood vessels. The 
information that this test provides will be used to confirm or refute a diagnosis for you, and 
to plan your treatment if any is needed. 

Problems in the choroid are often related to inflammation in the eye, which can occur 
solely in the eye or be related to other problems in other parts of the body. 

What does the test involve? 

Eye drops that make the pupils dilate will be given. These take 20 to 30 minutes to take 
effect. These eye drops cause temporary blurring of your vision, so you are advised not to 
drive to your appointment. You will be required to sign a consent form before your test 
commences.  

A small tube called a cannula will be placed in to one of your veins, usually in your arm or 
hand by a specially trained nurse. In a darkened room, you will be asked to place your chin 
on the camera's chin rest and your forehead against a support bar to keep your head still 
during the test.  

 

Other formats 

If you need this information in another format such as audio CD, 
Braille, large print, high contrast, British Sign Language or 
translated into another language, please contact the PALS desk 
on 01271 314090 or at rduh.pals-northern@nhs.net. 
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The photographer will take pictures of the retina inside your eye. After the first group of 
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