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Ascitic drainage 
Acute Oncology Service 

 

What is ascites? 
Ascites is a medical term which describes the build up of fluid in the abdomen. It is normal 
for there to be a small amount of fluid within the abdominal cavity, which is continually 
created and absorbed. Ascities develops when the body is unable to remove this fluid 
adequately and the amount of fluid in the abdomen increases.  

What symptoms does it cause? 
The presence of excess fluid in the abdomen can cause a number of symptoms, including 
pain, poor appetite, difficulty breathing, indigestion, nausea and vomiting and reduced 
mobility.  

What is your drain for? 
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• It is important to tell your consultant or the Acute Oncology Service before attending 
for 
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Once the drain has been removed, fluid will often continue to leak from the insertion site. If 
the drainage site continues to leak after two days, please contact the Acute Oncology 
Service on 01271 311579. They may ask you to attend the Seamoor Unit for assessment 
or for a community nurse to check the site. 

Further information 
If you have any questions about your ascites drainage procedure, please contact: 

Acute Oncology Service – Tel: 01271 311579 

Out of hours service – Tel: 01271 322577 (hospital switchboard) 

Reference 
Ascitic drainage: information for patients – The Christie NHS Foundation Trust 

Drainage of ascites (paracentesis) – University Hospitals Birmingham NHS Foundation 
Trust 

 

 

Have your say 

Northern Devon Healthcare NHS Trust aims to provide high quality services. However, 
please tell us when something could be improved. If you have a comment or compliment 
about a service or treatment, please raise your comments with a member of staff or the 
PALS team in the first instance.  

‘Care Opinion’ comments forms are on all wards or online at www.careopinion.org.uk. 
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PALS  

The Patient Advice and Liaison Service (PALS) ensures that the NHS listens to 
patients, relatives, carers and friends, answers questions and resolves concerns as 


